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How to make clean charts 
that tell your story





Y-axis: Make them natural

ex: 0,2,4,6,10
ex: 0,5,10,15,20

not: 1,5,9,13,17



Lines on a line chart

● If there are multiple lines, 
highlight one by coloring it 
differently. The others should be 
colored the same.

● No unnecessary icons or symbols 
on the lines.







Know your story

The best charts get straight to the 
point and make it easy for the eye 
to figure out your message.



Change in home prices in large 
U.S. cities





Signal through the noise

Charts are a way to allow readers to 
quickly parse dense information.






